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Announcing Our Spring Meetings 

Wednesday, March 30, 2011, 10:30am 

Dr. Richard Norgaard, Professor Emeritus, University of Connecticut  

“The New Retirement, 

On Board or Still at the Station, 

Living to 100 with purpose and Vitality” 

At The 1877 Club of the Gray Conference Center 

The University of Hartford 

200 Bloomfield Ave., West Hartford 

A Short Business Meeting and Buffet Lunch to follow.  

**************************************************************************************** 

Tuesday, May 10, 2011, 12:00 noon 

Lunch at Sofia’s Restaurant 

136 Prospect Hill Road, East Windsor, CT 

Followed by a guided tour of the 

New England Air Museum 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Details for these programs and signup instructions are inside the Newsletter 

* * Notes and Notices * * 

It is the Emeritus Assembly’s pleasure to invite all new retirees to join out organization.  We welcome and 
encourage you to attend one of our meetings.  You will receive our biannual newsletter for two years. 

For informational updates use our web site:    http://blog.eact.info, or http://eact.info 

 * * Celebrate Retirement * * 

http://blog.eact.info/


March Meeting Announcement 

Wednesday, March 30, 2011, 10:30am 

Dr. Richard Norgaard, Professor Emeritus, University of Connecticut  

“The New Retirement, On Board or Still at the Station, 

Living to 100 with purpose and Vitality” 

At The 1877 Club of the Gray Conference Center 

The University of Hartford 

200 Bloomfield Ave., West Hartford 

A buffet lunch and a brief business meeting will follow.  The cost of the lunch is 

$20.00pp and the registration form is on the inside back cover 

Richard Norgaard's research was in mathematical and statistical applications, with a 
specialty in investments, working capital management, and capital budgeting. He has 
been a researcher and testifier for the President's Anti-Riot Commission, the U.S. 
Senate Anti-Trust Committee, U.S. Senate Small Business Committee, and the state 
legislatures of Florida, Washington, Texas, and Connecticut. Norgaard has authored 
80 journal articles and four books. His most recently completed book is Mirror Image 
about physical, mental and financial fitness. A book that is currently underway, 
Resolving Social Issues, is about education, health, management and labor, and 
government interference in the market including regulation and the law." 

Dick Norgaard is an individual who has had a lifelong commitment to fitness and 

adventure.  He is a cyclist, mountain climber, swimmer and an exercise and 

nutrition guru.  In the past he has climbed some of the highest mountains in the 

World and at the age of 80 is still not afraid to take on the likes of Mount 

Washington.  I am sure that we will find him to be stimulating and engaging.     

Directions to the University of Hartford:  From: I-84 East, exit 41 Left onto S. Main 

becoming N. Main to junction of Rte. 44. Turn right onto rte. 44 to junction with Rte. 189. Sharp left onto Rte. 

189. Campus is 1/2-mile on right. 

From: I-84 West, exit 48 right onto Asylum Ave. Travel 1.5 miles to Scarborough (on right) followed 

by left onto Rte. 44. Bear right onto Rte. 189. Campus is 1/2-mile on the right.  

 

 



May Meeting Announcement 

Tuesday, May 10, 2011, 12:00 noon 

Lunch at Sofia’s Restaurant 

http//www.sofiasrestaurant.com 

136 Prospect Hill Road, East Windsor, CT 

Followed by a guided tour of the 

New England Air Museum 

http//www.neam.org 

The lunch is pay as you go and the tour is $8.00pp 

Sign up sheet on the bottom of the inside back page of this Newsletter. 

About our visit to the Air Museum : ( The following description was extracted from the neam 

website given above).   The Museum is situated in three large display buildings consisting of 

more than 75,000 square feet of exhibit space.  The outside storage yard is available as well. It 

is recommended that you allow at least 1½ hours for your visit, though hard core aviation and 

history enthusiasts will want to spend several hours viewing not only our aircraft and engine 

displays, but our many fascinating exhibits on such diverse topics as the Lafayette Escadrille, 

WWII Combat Gliders, the history of Sikorsky Aircraft, Early French Aviation, the History of 

Air Mail, the Tuskegee Airmen, Airships, Amelia Earhart Historic Flight, and many others.   

      

Directions to the Restaurant:  Sophia’s Restaurant is located just of f of I91 at Exit 45 at the 

corner of route 140 and route 5.  Coming from Hartford, turn right onto route 140, Sophia’s is 

on the left at the top of the hill.    

About the Restaurant:  Sophia’s offers an extensive menu, with everything from pizzas to 

pasta dishes, seafood, prime rib, grinders, and a full range of sandwiches and salads.  They 

provide good food at reasonable prices.  The drive from the restaurant to the museum is about 

15 minutes.  Directions will be provided at the restaurant  



Remembering Mary Rogers Beckert 
 

02/02/11 

Hello , 

Please allow me to add my thoughts to honor Mary Rogers,  

Mary had the most wonderful retirement; she enjoyed travels and 

was  very eager to share her experiences, a most devoted and caring 

friend; and always the educator and scientist.  

She welcomed me as a new friend only a few years ago.  

As a very active president of CLIR she spent countless hours to ensure 

continued success of this important learning environment. 

Old age did not take Mary, cancer did. 

with fond memories from  

 

Erika Kares  

01/23/11 

Mary Rogers was ageless.  She never stopped teaching, learning, driving, planning, 

contributing and hoping that all things in life could be improved with educational 

pursuits.  From her long years she possessed global sophistication, remaining well 

informed on scientific as well as international political issues.  Having a large 

appetite for cerebral pleasures, she subscribed to numerous publications and 

attended as many art and musical events that she could fit into her already busy day. 

Throughout our 17 years of friendship, a visit with Mary was always an exhilarating 

experience.  She had a catalogue of facts and figures stored in her memory bank 

which she could recall without hesitation in order to prove her point.   Mary has left 

an unforgettable imprint on her favorite planet earth. 

 

Josie Reynolds   

 

Informational Note:  At the December Connecticut State Conference-AAUP meeting, 

a motion was unanimously approved to contribute  $1000.00 to the ECSU Rogers 

Endowed Teaching Scholarship in memory of Mary Rogers Beckert.  An article about 

Mary will appear in the next issue of Vanguard. 

http://blog.eact.info/2011/01/remembering-mary-rogers-beckert.html


 

 Date: Sunday, January 30, 2011, 10:07 PM 

I have been wanting to put these thoughts in writing ever since Dec. 2, but have suffered 

writer's block when it comes to expressing my remembrances of Mary. I hope I'm sending 

to the correct address the few thoughts I am able to express. 

I first met Mary in the fall semester of 1978, when I reported for duty as ECSU's new, first 

dean of arts and sciences, after having spent the previous nine years as a prof. of English at 

Western in Danbury. At my first Eastern faculty meeting soon after the opening of the 

academic year, a faculty member (not Mary) introduced a motion that the two new deans, 

Peagler and McGrory, should return to their previous places of employment and leave the 

Eastern faculty united under one dean (the late, dear Bill Billingham). I knew this sternly 

phrased motion was not personal, so was not bothered by it, but I did have a long breakfast 

at McDonald's the next morning with the Senate president. He clued me in about where this 

was coming from. I did understand. But it was Mary who took the trouble to apologize and 

to assure me there was no personal offense intended. None taken, but I did appreciate 

Mary's first gesture of friendship and discovered in subsequent years that she was always 

the peacemaker, but without sacrifice of her own strong principles. Mary was a woman of 

principle and an untiring advocate of good teaching and academic freedom. Eventually, in 

that first year, I moved next door, from the low-rise apartments in student housing on 

campus, to Mary's house at 150 High Street, after she had moved to live with her husband 

Herm Beckert in the Beckert family home. It's rare happening, in this life, that a tenant 

feels privileged to have gotten to know a landlady. But as Mary's tenant, I did feel privileged 

to know her as the most efficient and considerate landlady I have ever known, in all my 

subsequent years of renting spaces to live in college towns like Willimantic: Stanford, 

Charlottesville and Washington, DC. Mary was a Biblical good steward of all she possessed, 

and she shared what she had with others less fortunate. During her last illness, I had the 

added privilege of putting her home files in final order. I found everything she mentioned in 

exactly the place or drawer she had said it would be. As a woman of science, she knew the 

value of order, but she also practiced the proverbial prudence of the Native American ideal 

about how to live, to "hold tight with open hands." Her little known promise, to pay for 

textbooks of high school seniors desirous of going to college, was kept religiously, until 

each had graduated. Her files were filled with letters of thanks from dozens of students 

whose progress she had followed quietly and privately--some of them family, but most of 

them not. It has been a privilege to know Mary Rogers Beckert and her family.We 

discovered early on that my last name, McGrory (in Irish Mac Ruaidhri, an Ulster name), is 

translated in the Norman French of the island as Rogers, both meaning "red," for the Red 

Hand of Ulster that is the identifying symbol of that ancient northern Irish province. I'd 

like to think we were related in that way, too, but we are blessed in this life if we find even 

one person with whom we can feel "in the deep heart's core" a genuine spiritual bond 

based on mutual respect and love of neighbor. Mary was exactly that sort of person, a 

woman of deeply held faith that she never preached, but instead, lived. She is missed. 
 

Kathleen McGrory 
  



Date: Sat, 29 Jan 2011 
 

MARY ROGERS BECKERT  

 

It was in the early seventies that I met Mary. I was looking for admission to an Emeritus 

Association program which was being held at Trinity College in Hartford. I ran into Mary 

and asked whether I could attend and she said "just pay the six bucks and become a 

member". 
 

If there was a lecture worth attending, a course worth taking Mary was there. Distance did 

not matter to her. She took several courses with the President's College at the University of 

Hartford. 
 

Mary traveled to the Hartford area once a month to have lunch with Esther Cohen, Ann 

Curran, Stasia Ziobrowski and me. Discussions were lively and we all learned from Mary. 

Several times we were the last group to leave the restaurant. 
 

Mary's knowledge of astronomy, physics, mathematics, art and theater was vast. We 

sometimes argued about how some of this should be taught. 
 

Mary took frequent trips to New York City to attend theatre. She was seen at almost all 

productions at the Hartford Stage. She also was known to attend programs at the University 

of Connecticut. She made several trips to Europe. What was amazing was a walking tour of 

Ireland that she took at the age of almost 90. 
 

In the summer Mary also planted and cared for a vegetable garden. When we met for our fall 

luncheon meeting we were supplied with wonderful vegetables from Mary's garden.  
 

In my entire life, I have never met a person who was so well-versed in any area that may be 

mentioned to her. Mary was a scientist, a teacher , a communicator when comments were 

important, a person with a marvelous sense of humor and best of all , a wonderful friend. I 

shall miss her very, very much. 
 

Cecilia Welna 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Donations to the memory of Mary Rogers may be made to: 

ECSU Foundation 

Mary Rogers Beckert Science Education Scholarship 

          Willimantic, CT 06226 



 

 DUES FORM       If you paid in the Fall, do not pay again!! 

 ___NEW MEMBER 

 ___CONTINUING MEMBER 

 NAME(S)________________________________ 

 ADDRESS_______________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 

 TELEPHONE#____________________________ 

 EMAIL ADDRESS__________________________ 

 MEETING REGISTRATION FORM 

 Please check appropriate spaces 

 ____ University of Hartford (03/30/11) 

o Number Attending ____  ($20.00pp)          Reserve by March 22 2011 for the luncheon 

 ____   New England Air Museum (05/10/11)  

o Number Attending ____ ($8.00pp Museum)           Reserve by May 3, 2011 for the Museum  

o (Pay as you go lunch) 

 NAME(S)______________________________ 

 ADDRESS______________________________ 

 PHONE________________________________ 

 DUES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR (2010-2011) $10.00.  Make checks payable to EMERITUS ASSEMBLY, AAUP and mail to 

Richard Wurst, Treasurer, 29 Donnel Road, Vernon, CT 06066-2705  

 

Officers of the Emeritus Assembly (2010-2011) 

       President: Timothy Killeen (2010-2012)            Killeen3@charter.net 

       Vice President: Eli Dabora (2010-2012)                                dabora@sbcglobal.net 

       Secretary: Jane Knox (2009-2011)                                          jane.knox@uconn.edu 

              Treasurer: Richard Wurst (2009-2011)                 rpwurst@comcast.net 

              State Conference Liaison:  Morton Tenzer                           m.tenzer@sbcglobal.net 



 

 EMERITUS ASSEMBLY 

 AAUP-CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE 

 NEWSLETTER 

 Timothy Killeen, President 

 133 Oakwood Drive 

 Windham, CT 06280-1523 

 http://blog.eact.info 

 http://www.ctemeritusassembly.org 

 

 

Message from the President 

The Executive Committee of the Assembly is dedicating this issue of the newsletter to 
Mary Rogers. Mary passed away recently and we all dearly miss her. For over 20 years 
she was the heart and soul of the Emeritus Assembly and particularly the Newsletter. 
Her gentle demeanor and sound advice are things that I and so many others were 
fortunate to be privy to. Her work on the Newsletter is legend. Cecilia Welna and May 
Giger have reached out to Mary’s friends for reflections on Mary’s life and how she has 
impacted their lives.  The responses have been reproduced in this issue.   We miss her 
dearly. 

The Spring Program Schedule is on page 1 with more detail in the first few pages.  
Information about officers, rides and such are on the other side of this sheet.  You will 
also find dues information and program signup on that sheet.  Any questions about the 
newsletter, programs, or the Assembly can be addressed to me.   

Tim Killeen 

President, Emeritus Assembly, CSC-AAUP           

133 Oakwood Drive 

Windham, CT 06280 

Killeen3@charter.net 

http://blog.eact.info/
mailto:Killeen3@charter.net


 

 

 
  

 


